CHAPTER XI

LIFE AT THE  PALAIS CARDINAL

THE cares of State, plans for campaigns, instruc-
tions to ambassadors,  plots to frustrate his
enemies*  plots,  that were ever pressing on
Richelieu,   would  have  exhausted  the  energy of
most men, but he found time for other things.   The
part he took in the literature of the day, the build-
ings he erected, his efforts to establish his family
among the great French nobility, all deserve atten-
tion.

The Cardinal had a taste for building which he
shared with many French sovereigns; he was fond
of imposing surroundings, and liked to dwell in
palaces. The ancestral chateau of Richelieu he
rebuilt with great magnificence; but, although he
cherished a strong attachment for the seat of his
family and the home of his early years, he had little
opportunity to visit it. At Paris he erected for
himself a palace that he afterwards gave to the
King, and which was not unworthy to be the home
of royalty. Of the Palais Cardinal, afterwards the
Palais Royal, some portions still -remain and form
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